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United States Environmental Protection Agency
Region V

POLLUTION REPORT

Date: Wednesday, January 09, 2008
From: Kevin Turner, OSC

To: Kevin Turner, Superfund - Emergency
Response Branch
Richard Karl, USEPA
Mike Harris, US EPA
Andy Stinchfield, IDEM
Keith Hughes, START
John Maritote, U.S. EPA, R5
Ralph Dollhopf, US EPA

Subject: Initial/Final POLREP
Miller Plating Emergency Response
1551 Aliens Lane, Evansville, IN
Latitude: 38.00837
Longitude: -87.58629

Lori Muller, US EPA

Linda Nachowicz, US EPA
Max Michaels, IDEM
Dwayne Caldwell, Health Department
David Chung, U.S. EPA
Charles Gebien, US EPA
Harry Atkinson, IDEM

EPA Region 5 Records Ctr.

288411

POLREP No.:
Reporting Period:
Start Date:
Mob Date:
Completion Date:
CERCLIS ID #:
RCRIS ID #:

Site Description

1 Site #:
D.O. #:

1/9/2008 Response Authority:
1/8/2008 Response Type:

NPL Status:
Incident Category:
Contract #

CERCLA
Emergency

The Miller Plating, LLC Site is located at 1551 Allen Lane, Evansville, Vanderburgh County,
Indiana (the Site) [latitude: 38.00837 longitude: -87.58629]. Miller Plating Electroplating Inc.
began operation in 1916 in downtown Evansville. The corporation moved to its present location in
1965. There were various additions to the building over time. In February of 2004 Don Stocks
purchased the business from the Miller family and changed the name to Miller Plating & Metal
Punish Incorporated. The Site processes a variety of parts offering the following finishes:
Electroless Nickel, Bright Acid Tin, Black Chrome, Sulfamate Nickel, Bright Nickle, Copper,
Gold Silver, Cromvet and Anodizing. On December 31, 2007 the facility ceased its plating
operation due to bankruptcy.

The facility is comprised of three large buildings. The main building houses the plating process
lines, offices, and chemical and product storage areas. The plating process lines are still
intact. Solid waste storage areas are located throughout the building.

On January 8, 2008, the Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) requested
immediate assistance from the United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) in
conducting an emergency stabilization and removal assessment of Miller Plating
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(IND006365985). This facility is an unsecured electroplating operation in a mixed
industrial/residential area. On Monday January 7, 2008 an inspector from the IDEM hazardous
waste program and an On-Scene Coordinator from IDEM's Southwest Regional Office (SWRO)
conducted a joint inspection of the facility. The inspection revealed on-going violations and
immediate concerns related to releases of hazardous material. There is a variety of materials on-
site including acids and cyanide plating solutions, and there have been reports of past releases from
this facility that have impacted adjacent properties. There have been a number of complaints
logged by the IDEM regional office.

Current Activities
On January 9, 2008, U.S. EPA, OSC Kevin Turner, OSC Lori Muller and Superfund Technical
Assessment and Response Team (START) members and Environmental Emergency Rapid
Response Services (ERRS) arrived at the site to conduct the stabilization and removal assessment
activities at Miller Plating. Other personnel present on the Site included representative from IDEM,
Andy Stinchfield and representative from the Vanderburgh County Health Department (VCHD),
Dwayne Caldwell. After the health and safety meeting, the removal assessment began with a Site
walkthrough. Remaining employees for Miller Plating gave details of previous operations for the
Site. Assessment members observed large quantities of waste and variety of 55-gallon drums of
plating wastes and assorted sized containers of miscellaneous hazardous materials in various areas
throughout the site. The roof over the plating process lines was in poor condition and rain water
was entering the building and mixing with some of the plating vats. In one area a strong acid odor
was experienced and a haze was observed over two process vats that each contained 1,250 gallons
of 50% nitric acid.

The building housing the non-operational wastewater treatment plant was flooded with at least 12
inches of rain water in the containment pit. The water was discolored in some areas and there were
also stains along the outside foundation of the building where water was observed leaking from the
building.

ERRS members are pumping liquids located in the flooded pits into vats to prevent further release.

Planned Removal Actions
Removal activities to occur in the following days consist of the following:

1. Site Health and Safety meeting.

2) Pump Nitric Acid from the two 1,250 gallon vats into totes for reclamation

3) Pump liquids from several (three) secondary containments into plastic tanks or drums

4) Pump liquid acid from a full vat (overflowing) to a safe storage container

5) Air monitoring to support all removal actions inside the main building

6) Empty waste 20 Sodium Cyanide (13 gallon) containers into a steel drum

Next Steps

1) Pump liquids from the wastewater treatment area
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2) Sand bag areas around the facility to prevent rain water from entering

3) Clean areas around the facility were spills have occurred

Key Issues
On January 22, 2008 the court will make a determination that will affect the outcome of the
bankruptcy chapter 7 ruling on who controls the assets of the company. Until that time, U.S. EPA
and IDEM will work to maintain the integrity of the contents of the facility and to ensure that no
releases occur through liquids management throughout the building.

Estimated Costs *

Budgeted
Total To

Date Remaining % Remaining

Extramural Costs

ERRS - Cleanup Contractor

RST/START

$0.00

$0.00

$9,000.00

$4,000.00

($9,000.00)

($4,000.00)

0.00%

0.00%

Intramural Costs

USEPA - Direct (Region, HQ) $0.00 $3,000.00 ($3,000.00) 0.00%

Total Site Costs $0.00 $16,000.00 ($16,000.00) 0.00%

* The above accounting of expenditures is an estimate based on figures known to the OSC at the
time this report was written. The OSC does not necessarily receive specific figures on final
payments made to any contractor(s). Other financial data which the OSC must rely upon may not
be entirely up-to-date. The cost accounting provided in this report does not necessarily represent an
exact monetary figure which the government may include in any claim for cost recovery.
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